
Often working in a series, 

Nancy . selects 

still life objects for what they can 

contribute to a composition. 

by Gerry Desautels 
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Day's End 

2008, watercolor, 
20 x 18. Collection 
the artist. 

OPPOSITE PAGE 

White Ladle 

2007, watercolor, 
20/2 x 19. Collection 
the artist. 

N 
ancy Gaucher-Thomas considers 
the imagery she develops more 
important than working in a pre­

scribed way. She begins any new painting 
by first assessing the values correctly, then 
creating a strong composition and commu­
nicating what she finds most appealing. 
"Watercolor requires a great deal of plan­
ning," she says, "but because I work on 
500-series plate-finish Bristol board, I haYe
the flexibility and ability to rework the sur­
face without too much difficulty. The medi­
um is secondary to the imagery.

"As I begin a painting, I really don't 
think too much about the 'thing' that I'm 
painting as much as I think about the 

shape or silhouette of the objects and how they relate to one anothe; 
within the two-dimensional surface," she continues. "I feel strong!� 
a bout the versatility and flexibility of the medium and go to great 
lengths to push it in directions that may not be considered charac­
teristic of h·aditional watercolor." 

Although to an untrained eye her subject matter can border on 
the rr:undane, Gaucher-Thomas' work evokes a stillness, and even a 
Wyeth-like melancholy, found in the most unlikely objects. "A few 
years ago, as I was preparing for an exhibit at the Providen�e Art 
Club, I looked around my studio and didn't really find anything ti12: 
appealed to me in the way of subject matter. But then I noticed a 
ladle and realized, 'If r can't paint that one object and have it reall·,­
mean or say something to the viewer, what's the point?' I can under­
stand how artists become more abstract in their thinking and in 
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Morning Blend 

2008, watercolor, 24� x 22. 
Collection Mr. Richard Koziara. 
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Silver Votive 

2007, watercolor, 21½ x 21¼. 
Collection Mr. and Mrs. J. Patterson. 

www.aaWateroolor.com 


















